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1	Legislation
What legislation is applicable to bankruptcies and reorganisations?

The Code of Commerce contains the basic provisions on bankruptcy
in the Dominican Republic. Such bankruptcy rules deal mainly with
liquidation. They do not contemplate reorganisation, although a debt
restructuring can be agreed upon a preliminary hearing before the
Chamber of Commerce, as prescribed by Law No. 4,582 of 1956.
Said law establishes a compulsory preliminary conciliation proceeding before the Chamber of Commerce, prior to a creditor being able
to institute a bankruptcy proceeding against its debtor. Attempted
bankruptcies often end at this stage. The Code of Commerce and
Law No. 4,582 comprise the legislation applicable to bankruptcies
in the Dominican Republic.
2	Excluded entities
What entities are excluded from general bankruptcy proceedings and
what legislation applies to them?

The bankruptcy provisions of the Code of Commerce relate only to
merchants. They describe only the individual proprietor of a business. However, it is also possible to subject a company that is also a
merchant to a bankruptcy proceeding in accordance with Dominican
law. There is no organised insolvency for non-merchants and no system of debtor relief or protection against over-indebtedness.
There are special insolvency rules for financial institutions, which
involve intervention by the Superintendency of Banks and a fund
with which to support a bank in the interest of its depositors. There
are also special rules for companies in the business of distributing
electric power, insurance companies, and pension funds. There are
no rules governing the insolvency of state enterprises.
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Secured lending and credit (immoveables)
What principal types of security are taken on immoveable (real)
property?

The principal type of security device on real property is the conventional mortgage. Mortgages are governed by the general provisions
set forth in article 2,114 et al of the Dominican Civil Code and by
the Real Property Registration Law, No. 108-05.
The Dominican Civil Code defines a mortgage as a right over real
property that is attached to the fulfilment of an obligation.
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Secured lending and credit (moveables)
What principal types of security are taken on moveable (personal)
property?

The principal type of security device taken on moveable property
under Dominican law is the non-possessory pledge. Similar to the
chattel mortgage and originally intended for crops and agricultural
equipment but later expanded to cover virtually all sorts of moveable assets, including industrial machinery and motor vehicles, this
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type of security is governed by the Agricultural Incentive Law No.
6,186.
In addition to the above, pledges – generally governed by the
provisions set forth in the Civil Code, and for transactions involving
merchants, by the provisions of the Code of Commerce – may be
granted over virtually any type of personal property, particularly,
intangibles such as stock, securities, account receivables and industrial property rights. When a pledge over tangible assets is granted
under the provisions set forth in the aforementioned codes, the
pledgor is not allowed to remain in possession of the asset.
5	Unsecured credit
What remedies are available to unsecured creditors? Are the
processes difficult or time-consuming? Are pre-judgment attachments
available? Do any special procedures apply to foreign creditors?

Before commencing any other action, or at any time during such
proceedings, an unsecured creditor can seek from the judge, in an
ex parte proceeding, an order attaching personal property owned
by his or her debtor. This right is given by article 48 of the Code of
Civil Procedure, as amended by Law No. 845 of 1978. Most judges
are lenient in granting this authorisation. They base themselves primarily on the plaintiff’s allegations, without demanding proof of the
urgency or danger or questioning the prima facie validity of the claim,
although the Supreme Court has repeatedly insisted that they must
satisfy themselves on these scores. The claimant then asks a bailiff to
serve a copy of that order on the debtor, in person or at his domicile.
The bailiff seizes and removes assets of the debtor or obtains a commitment from the debtor or a third person that he or she will act as
custodian of the assets that are listed on the bailiff’s return. These
assets are the security for the payment of the judgment, once it is
handed down. After the assets have been attached, the claimant has
30 days in which to institute his or her action on the merits.
The claimant can also attach real property owned by the debtor
in an ex parte pre-judgment proceeding pursuant to article 54 of the
Code of Civil Procedure, except that, if the property is the debtor’s
declared homestead, in accordance with Law No. 1,024 of 1928, it
may not be seized. To attach real property, the creditor applies to the
judge for a provisional judicial lien, which is filed at the Land Registrar’s Office, and then notifies the debtor within the next 15 days.
After the case on the merits is heard, if the plaintiff is successful, the
provisional judicial lien is converted into a definitive judicial lien,
which the plaintiff can then foreclose in a separate proceeding.
Another possibility that the claimant may use is that of garnishing a debt owed to his debtor by a third party. This possibility is
known as an embargo retentivo. For a garnishment, the creditor
needs a judicial authorisation only if his claim is for an indeterminate
amount, for example, as damages for a personal injury or a breach
of contract. If he holds an instrument giving him a right against the
debtor for the payment of a liquid sum, such as a promissory note,
a dishonoured cheque, or an acknowledgment of the debt, then he
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need only join a copy of that instrument to the notice of garnishment
that the bailiff serves on the third party. Typically, the third party is
a bank in which the debtor has funds on deposit.
No special proceedings are available for foreign creditors; in
principle they can rely on the same remedies available to local creditors. However, foreigners may be at a disadvantage when it comes to
asserting their rights in Dominican courts by the need to post security
to cover the attorneys’ fees and court costs incurred by the defendant,
as well as any damages for wrongful prosecution, in case the latter
is successful. This requirement is set forth in article 16 of the Civil
Code and articles 166 and 167 of the Code of Civil Procedure. The
defendant can request the placement of this security at the inception
of the suit. In practice, the demand is for a very large bond and the
request is, to a large extent, usually granted. This means that the
foreigner is placed in a dilemma to either freeze considerable assets
or appeal against the amount of the bond, arguing that it is excessive,
in which case his or her action will be stayed for a considerable time
until the amount of the bond is reset by the Court of Appeals. If it
is lowered by any amount, the defendant, to gain time, can appeal
to the Supreme Court. The need for foreigners to post security has
thus become a means to prevent them from having their day in court.
Waivers to the aforementioned litigation bond are valid, and furthermore, certain local courts in the Dominican Republic have declared
the provisions of article 16 of the Civil Code, and articles 166 and
167 of the Civil Procedure Code, as unconstitutional and, therefore,
null and void in the benefit of the claimant.
An exception to the need to post security for costs has been
inserted in recent laws, passed during 2000, on copyright (Law No.
65-00) and industrial property (Law No. 20-00).
The requirement of a bond applies only to foreigners in transit,
and thus cannot be required of a foreigner who is a permanent resident of the Dominican Republic, nor of a company that has obtained
an authorisation to establish its ‘domicile’ in the country. The foregoing was strengthened recently upon enactment and entry into force
of a new company law for the Dominican Republic (Law No. 47908), according to which foreign companies are exempted from the
obligations to place the litigation bond in question when acting as
claimants before judicial or administrative courts of the Dominican
Republic. The requirement of a litigation bond is also excluded by
the Bustamante Code, to which the Dominican Republic is a party,
but this exclusion is of no use to exporters from Japan, the US or
Western Europe who may have trade claims against their Dominican
customers, nor to foreign tourists.
6	Courts
What courts are involved in the bankruptcy process? Are there
restrictions on the matters that the courts may deal with?

Bankruptcy procedures are brought before the Civil and Commercial
Chamber of the Court of First Instance. However, prior to bringing
the claim to court, the mandatory conciliation proceeding governed
by Law No. 4,582, must take place before the Chamber of Commerce. Most attempted bankruptcy proceedings are settled at this
stage and rarely do the proceedings ever escalate to the litigation
stage.
7

Voluntary liquidations
What are the requirements for a debtor commencing a voluntary
liquidation and what are the effects?

A debtor may attempt a voluntary liquidation of its business outside
any court proceedings, if its assets suffice to honour any outstanding
claims of the debtor; if such assets are insufficient, a debtor needs to
start its voluntary liquidation through bankruptcy proceedings.
For purposes of the above, a debtor would pursue its liquidation
amicably through the amicable settlement process governed by Law
No. 4,582. If such attempt is unsuccessful, the liquidation must be
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brought to a judicial court under the bankruptcy provisions set forth
in the Dominican Code of Commerce.
A debtor (necessarily a merchant) must file for its own bankruptcy declaration within three days following its general cessation
of payment of debts, before the competent judicial court as per the
debtor’s domicile. The declaration of the debtor must be accompanied by a balance sheet of its businesses, or a manifestation of the
motives that prevent the debtor from continuing such businesses.
Such balance sheet must contain a list of all its assets and their value,
the status of its claims and liabilities and its income and expenses,
and must be signed by the debtor certifying the truthfulness of the
information.
The bankruptcy declaration has no effect for secured creditors
of the debtor, except that interest payable under such secured claims
may only be collected from the security interest granted for the benefit
of such claim. Except for interest, secured creditors may benefit from
bankruptcy proceedings with respect to unsecured portions of their
claims. Only actions towards establishing liens or seizing property by
unsecured creditors are stayed upon declaration of bankruptcy of the
debtor; interest on unsecured claims stops accruing, and all indebtedness of the debtor becomes due through acceleration. Also, a debtor
is removed from the administration of its business or assets.
8	Involuntary liquidations
What are the requirements for creditors placing a debtor in involuntary
liquidation and what are the effects?

After attempting the amicable settlement process governed by Law
No. 4,582, only unsecured creditors may bring the liquidation action
through judicial proceedings. Basically, a creditor with such interest
is required to provide proof of the insolvency of the debtor or its
general cessation of payment of debts.
The effects of the involuntary liquidation proceedings are the
same as the ones for a voluntary liquidation process.
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Voluntary reorganisations
What are the requirements for a debtor commencing a financial
reorganisation and what are the effects?

There are no provisions in the Code of Commerce or any other law
that provides for the reorganisation of a bankrupt business. However, nothing precludes the debtor from seeking such reorganisation
in a private fashion with the agreement of all his creditors. The amicable settlement process governed by Law No. 4,582 may also be
commenced in combination with such reorganisation efforts.
10	Involuntary reorganisations
What are the requirements for creditors commencing an involuntary
reorganisation and what are the effects?

See question 9.
11	Mandatory commencement of insolvency proceedings
Are companies required to commence insolvency proceedings in
particular circumstances? If proceedings are not commenced, what
liabilities can result?

According to article 437 of the Dominican Code of Commerce, a
debtor in general cessation of payment of debts is compelled to file
its bankruptcy within three days following such event. Failure to do
so may give rise to criminal prosecution (simple bankruptcy) subject
to imprisonment of between 15 days and one year.
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12 Doing business in reorganisations
Under what conditions can the debtor carry on business during a
reorganisation? What conditions apply to the use of assets and to
creditors who supply goods or services after the filing? What are
the roles of the creditors and the court in supervising the debtor’s
business activities?
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17 Set-off and netting
To what extent are creditors able to exercise rights of set-off or netting
in a liquidation or in a reorganisation? Can creditors be deprived of
the right of set-off either temporarily or permanently?

See question 9; no general provisions are currently available in the
Dominican Republic governing reorganisation of failed businesses.

A set-off made with respect to claims not yet due by the debtor may
be subject to its invalidation upon a bankruptcy procedure; however,
in principle, set-off of due claims is still permissible during bankruptcy proceedings.

13 Rejection and disclaimer of contracts in reorganisations

18	Intellectual property assets in insolvencies

Can a debtor undergoing a reorganisation reject or disclaim an
unfavourable contract? Are there contracts that may not be rejected?
What procedure is followed to reject a contract and what is the effect
of rejection on the other party?

See question 9 on the lack of provisions regarding reorganisations
under Dominican legislation. Accordingly, there are no provisions
regarding the rejection of unfavourable contracts.
14 Sale of assets
In reorganisations and liquidations, what provisions apply to the sale
of specific assets out of the ordinary course of business and to the
sale of the entire business of the debtor? Does the purchaser acquire
the assets ‘free and clear’ of claims or do some liabilities pass with
the assets? In practice, does your system allow for ‘stalking horse’
bids in sale procedures and does your system permit credit bidding in
sales?

In accordance with articles 469 and 470 of the Dominican Code of
Commerce, the sale of specific assets out of the ordinary course of
business is allowed during a liquidation procedure when such assets
are perishable and when abstaining from their sale would be harmful
to the creditors of the bankrupt debtor. Any assets acquired would
be passed ‘free and clear’ to the purchaser, except arguably in connection with property that is subject to a lease, as current regulation, deemed as a matter of public policy, prevents the termination
of leases unless carried out under certain circumstances and through
a somewhat bureaucratic process.
Generally, the judge will authorise the administrator to continue the commercial exploitation of the business. The terms of such
authorisation must be adopted in the presence of a qualified majority
of creditors. These rules apply solely to the liquidation process under
our bankruptcy legislation as no general provisions of law are available for the purposes of reorganisation.
Stalking horse bids in sale procedures and credit bidding in sales
are not contemplated in Dominican legislation.

May an IP licensor or owner terminate the debtor’s right to use it
when an insolvency case is opened? To what extent may an insolvency
administrator continue to use IP rights granted under an agreement
with the debtor? May an insolvency representative terminate a
debtor’s agreement with a licensor or owner and continue to use the
IP for the benefit of the estate?

There are no provisions regulating this particular matter in the relevant legislation; however, the agreement that grants the rights over
IP will usually prevail and parties will be bound by what the agreement states in this regard.
19	Post-filing credit
May a debtor in a liquidation or reorganisation obtain secured or
unsecured loans or credit? What priority is given to such loans or
credit?

The debtor undergoing a liquidation proceeding cannot contract
any further obligations. However, the liquidation administrator may
incur in further debt towards the continuation of a bankrupt business
in the interest of unsecured creditors. French doctrine, to which local
judges and attorneys resort, sustains that these new debts will have a
higher priority in relation to other unsecured claims of the debtor.
20 Successful reorganisations
What features are mandatory in a reorganisation plan? How are
creditors classified for purposes of a plan and how is the plan
approved? Can a reorganisation plan release non-debtor parties from
liability, and, if so, in what circumstances?

Debt restructuring or a plan to honour unsecured claims may be
sought by means of Law No. 4,582, which provides that any plan
deriving from the amicable settlement process must include a repayment of at least 50 per cent of all unsecured debt of the debtor payable within a term no shorter than two years. There are no provisions
relating or allowing for releases in favour of third parties in the course
of reorganisations. See question 9.

15 Stays of proceedings and moratoria
What prohibitions against the continuation of legal proceedings or
the enforcement of claims by creditors apply in liquidations and
reorganisations? In what circumstances may creditors obtain relief
from such prohibitions?

Upon commencement of the amicable settlement process under Law
No. 4,582, and then upon the declaration of bankruptcy by a judge,
all legal proceedings towards the enforcement of unsecured claims
are stayed. These prohibitions do not apply for secured claims.
16 Arbitration processes in bankruptcy
How frequently is arbitration used in insolvency proceedings? What
limitations are there on the availability of arbitration in insolvency
cases? Will the court allow arbitration proceedings to continue after
an insolvency case is opened?

21	Expedited reorganisations
Do procedures exist for expedited reorganisations?

Dominican legislation does not contemplate the possibility of expedited reorganisations.
22	Unsuccessful reorganisations
How is a proposed reorganisation defeated and what is the effect of the
plan not being approved? What if the debtor fails to perform a plan?

A proposed plan to repay unsecured claims under Law No. 4,582
may be defeated if it fails to meet the minimum conditions detailed
above. If the plan is not approved, proceedings initiated by unsecured
creditors against the debtor may be continued until the judicial proceedings involving bankruptcy are either commenced by the debtor
or other unsecured creditors.

Arbitration is not available for insolvency proceedings under
Dominican law.
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23	Bankruptcy processes
During a bankruptcy case, what notices are given to creditors? What
meetings are held? How are meetings called? What information
regarding the administration of the estate, its assets and the claims
against it is available to creditors or creditors’ committees? What are
insolvency administrators’ reporting obligations? May creditors pursue
the estate’s remedies against third parties?

Notices are to be given to creditors in proceedings governed by Law
No. 4,582 and the Code of Commerce towards the assertion of
claims against the debtor, evaluation of such claims and meetings
towards the adoption of a repayment or liquidation plan. Creditors
at these stages are pre-empted from pursuing remedies against third
parties, unless such third parties are guarantors of such claims.
The meetings held with the creditors are convened by the administrator within a period no longer than 15 days after his appointment.
During said meetings, the creditors are entitled to submit observations regarding the appointed administrator, with the possibility to
increase or reduce their number.
Creditors with duly authenticated credits may be present at the
hearing for the verification of the credits.
The obligations of the insolvency administration are contained
in articles 468 et seq of the Code of Commerce. The administrator
is obliged to make an inventory of all of the debtor’s assets, including warehouses, desks, boxes, paper baskets, books, paper and furniture, and to draft balances reflecting all of the debtors’ commercial
operations, and the claims against its estate. The administrator is also
required to collect accounts receivable, sell items subject to deterioration and mortgage all real estate belonging to the bankrupt’s debtors.
24	Creditor representation
What committees can be formed and what powers or responsibilities
do they have? How are they selected and appointed? May they retain
advisers and how are their expenses funded?

The group of creditors present will be called the board of creditors
and will hold a meeting that will be presided by the appointed judge,
in order to agree on a repayment plan for unsecured credits. There
are no legal provisions for the formation of creditors’ committees.
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formal bankruptcy is declared, preferential payments and transfers
of assets and the granting of security for antecedent debts made by
the debtor prior to bankruptcy, during the time it was insolvent,
can be set aside. This period, during which the effect of bankruptcy
is retroactive, is known as the ‘suspect period’. Its inception is
determined by the judge. See question 33 for transactions that may
be annulled.
27	Enforcement of estate’s rights
If the insolvency administrator has no assets to pursue a claim, may
the creditors pursue the estate’s remedies? If so, to whom do the
fruits of the remedies belong?

There are no procedures by which the creditors can pursue the
estate’s remedies under this scenario.
28	Claims and appeals
How is a creditor’s claim submitted and what are the time limits?
How are claims disallowed and how does a creditor appeal? Are there
provisions on the transfer of claims? Must transfers be disclosed
and are there any restrictions on transferred claims? Can claims
for contingent or unliquidated amounts be recognised? How are the
amounts of such claims determined?

In accordance with articles 462, 492 et al of the Dominican Code of
Commerce, within 15 days following the notice given to presumed
creditors by the appointed judge, such creditor may present its claims
before the court. An additional period of 20 days is provided following the notice to be made via a national newspaper for creditors
that did not have the opportunity to present their claims. The claims
are verified by the appointed liquidation administrators. Questioned
or disallowed claims are subject to a separate judicial proceeding in
which the interested parties may file evidence of their claims and legal
arguments for their admittance. There are no provisions that impede
the purchase, sale or transfer of claims against the debtor.
Claims for contingent or unliquidated amounts can be recognised
on the grounds set out in article 444 of the Dominican Code of
Commerce, which establishes that the decision confirming the
debtor’s insolvency makes all claims payable even if they have not
matured.

25	Insolvency of corporate groups
In insolvency proceedings involving a corporate group, are the
proceedings by the parent and its subsidiaries combined for
administrative purposes? May the assets and liabilities of the
companies be pooled for distribution purposes? May assets be
transferred from an administration in your country to an administration
in another country?

There are no special provisions regarding insolvency proceedings of
a corporate group. In principle, separate proceedings will take place
for each entity comprising the corporate group.
No provisions exist either in relation to the transfer of assets
between administrations appointed in different jurisdictions. Given
that bankruptcy in the Dominican Republic is ruled by the territoriality principle, the enforcement of a consolidation of proceedings in
different countries is unlikely. Given the fact that current bankruptcy
proceedings in the Dominican Republic deal solely with liquidation,
such proceedings will only affect assets located in the Dominican
Republic as the territoriality principle will also bar a local administration from exercising jurisdiction abroad.
26	Modifying creditors’ rights
May the court change the rank of a creditor’s claim? If so, what are
the grounds for doing so and how frequently does this occur?

Secured claims that benefited from collateral during the ‘suspect
period’ may be subject to the invalidation of such collateral. When a



29	Priority claims
Apart from employee-related claims, what are the major privileged and
priority claims in liquidations and reorganisations? Which have priority
over secured creditors?

Apart from the right of employees to their unpaid salaries, claims
from the tax administration in relation to unsatisfied tax obligations
of the debtor come first before the repayment of any unsecured or
secured claims.
30	Employment-related liabilities in restructurings
What employee claims arise where employees are terminated during a
restructuring or liquidation? What are the procedures for termination?

Claims arising from the termination of an employee during a restructuring or liquidation are not specifically regulated by Dominican
insolvency legislation. However, the Code of Commerce previously
attributed the status of privileged claims to the salaries accrued by
direct employees of the debtor within the month prior to the declaration of bankruptcy, and within the previous six months to other
employees. This privilege is not regulated and applied in general to
all employees of the failed business or employer under the rules of the
Labour Code. Upon termination, employees would be entitled to full
payment of their severance unless, concomitantly with the insolvency
proceedings, a separate process is conducted under article 82, section
5 of the Labour Code, which sets out the rules allowing a business to
Getting the Deal Through – Restructuring & Insolvency 2012
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shut down and terminate its employees upon payment, as severance,
of an ‘economic assistance’ amount, which is considerably lower
than the termination payment that would otherwise be paid.

Dominican Republic
engaged in other inappropriate conduct, they may become liable for
criminal bankruptcy. Outside these cases, there are no explicit obligations of joint and several liability between the corporate debtor and
its officers and directors.

31	Liabilities that survive insolvency proceedings
Do any liabilities of a debtor survive an insolvency or a reorganisation?

Only secured or privileged claims may survive an insolvency upon
its final conclusion.
32 Distributions
How and when are distributions made to creditors in liquidations and
reorganisations?

Distributions are made in accordance with the repayment plan
(under Law No. 4,582) or under the liquidation plan (for judicial
bankruptcy proceedings) approved by the majority of creditors. Such
distributions are made as dealing solely with unsecured claims, on
a pro rata basis, except for subordinated claims (such as claims that
derive from equity participations) and subordinated loans subject to
the applicable subordination provisions.
33 Transactions that may be annulled
What transactions can be annulled or set aside in liquidations and
reorganisations and what are the grounds? What is the result of a
transaction being annulled?

Upon entry of a bankruptcy order, the court must determine an insolvency date, which is the date as of which the debtor ceased to make
payments to its creditors. The insolvency date could be as early as a
date prior to the initiation of the amicable settlement process. If, for
any reason, the court has not fixed such a date, the insolvency date
will be deemed to be the date the bankruptcy order was issued. The
following transfers of property by the debtor are defined by the Code
of Commerce as null and void:
• payments made within 10 days of the insolvency date or after
the insolvency date for obligations not yet due and payable, or
obligations due and payable but made other than in cash; and
• any transfers of cash or property made without consideration.
Persons who benefited by the annulled payments will have a claim
against the debtor and may participate in the bankruptcy proceedings so as to receive a valid payment on a pro rata basis.
34	Proceedings to annul transactions
Does your country use the concept of a ‘suspect period’ in
determining whether to annul a transaction by an insolvent debtor?
May voidable transactions be attacked by creditors or only by a
liquidator or trustee? May they be attacked in a reorganisation or a
suspension of payments or only in a liquidation?

As stated, a ‘suspect period’ or ‘cessation of payment period’ is used
during bankruptcy proceedings. These only become relevant during
liquidation proceedings. The voidable transactions may be attacked
by any party with an interest, such as receivers or unsecured creditors
participating in the proceedings.
35 Directors and officers
Are corporate officers and directors liable for their corporation’s
obligations? Are they liable for pre-bankruptcy actions by their
companies? Can they be subject to sanctions for other reasons?

Corporate officers and directors may be liable for labour claims and
tax claims. Their liability may also be established upon their violation of criminal provisions relating to bankruptcies. If directors of a
corporate bankrupt entity have been careless in the operation of the
business and the keeping of its accounts or have concealed assets or
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36	Creditors’ enforcement
Are there processes by which some or all of the assets of a business
may be seized outside of court proceedings? How are these
processes carried out?

There are no processes by which some or all of a business’s assets
may be seized outside of court proceedings, except for such pre-judgment liens explained above, as available remedies to all creditors.
37	Corporate procedures
Are there corporate procedures for the liquidation or dissolution of
a corporation? How do such processes contrast with bankruptcy
proceedings?

Yes, there are extrajudicial proceedings for the liquidation of a corporation. This is done by the decision of the shareholders through
fulfilment of formalities set forth in the by-laws of the corporate
entity. If the by-laws are silent on this procedure, the shareholders
designate the person in charge of the arrangements of said dissolution and liquidation. The dissolution is usually decided by a general
extraordinary assembly in which the shareholders decide to put an
end to the existence of the company and appoint a liquidator, who is
in charge of managing the debts and assets of the company.
The main difference between the private liquidation of a corporation and liquidation under bankruptcy proceedings is that unpaid
claims may still survive a private liquidation; the dissolved company
will be considered a de facto entity for such purposes.
38	Conclusion of case
How are liquidation and reorganisation cases formally concluded?

Liquidation cases are formally concluded with the approval of the
liquidation plan and distribution of assets pro rata to unsecured
creditors.
39	International cases
What recognition or relief is available concerning an insolvency
proceeding in another country? How are foreign creditors dealt with
in liquidations and reorganisations? Are foreign judgments or orders
recognised and in what circumstances? Is your country a signatory
to a treaty on international insolvency or on the recognition of foreign
judgments? Has the UNCITRAL Model Law on Cross-Border Insolvency
been adopted or is it under consideration in your country?

Under the current regime, there is no relief available concerning an
insolvency proceeding in another country, except in the benefit of signatory countries of the International Private Law Convention signed
in Havana in 1928 (the Bustamante Code). This provides for extraterritorial effects within the signatory countries of the bankruptcy
declaration of a debtor, and remedies pursued by appointed receivers
or liquidation administrators. It also provides rules for the enforcement of foreign judgments within the signatory countries.
Outside the cases that could benefit signatory countries of the
Bustamante Code, foreign judgments or awards are made enforceable in the Dominican Republic upon issuance of an exequatur by a
local judge. The request to obtain this exequatur or validation must
be made before the court of first instance, which reviews the foreign
decision or judgment and verifies mainly that: it was issued by a
competent court; the decision is not subject to any further appeals or
remedies in the country of origin; the defendant was allowed to exercise its right of defence if applicable; and the decision does not violate
Dominican law or public policy. Since there are no predetermined
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Update and trends
The Dominican Republic continues to await approval of new insolvency
legislation.
With respect to proceedings related to the judicial liquidation
of a business, the proposed law maintains the French approach
previously resorted to by the drafters of a proposal for a new Code
of Commerce which is still, and has been for considerable time,
pending congressional approval. In addition to preserving the option
of judicial liquidation, the proposed law provides an approach towards
the reorganisation of enterprises before the Chamber of Commerce,
following the spirit of Law No. 4,582 of 1956, which established and
made mandatory preliminary amicable settlement proceedings, before
any creditor could initiate judicial bankruptcy proceedings under the
old rules.
Under the proposed law, an eligible debtor may file, with the
Chamber of Commerce in the jurisdiction where the debtor maintains
its domicile or place of business, a voluntary petition for relief if the
debtor is insolvent or has ceased paying its debts as they become
due. Furthermore, one or more creditors holding claims in a qualified
amount that also comply with certain requirements may file an involuntary petition against a debtor. Upon presentation of the petition, the
Chamber of Commerce must designate a ‘visitor’ or ‘auditor’ from a
panel of qualified professionals maintained in the chamber’s special
registry, who is charged with verifying the accuracy of the petition.
The chamber must also publish the petition and give notice to the
petitioner’s creditors at the expense of the petitioner. If the petition is

summary procedures to validate foreign judgments in the Dominican
Republic, the process may become another litigation procedure.
On 30 March 2007, the government sent a legislative proposal
to Congress to address bankruptcy issues in the country. The proposal was not approved by Congress upon its first and subsequent
submissions. The proposal was recently reintroduced to Congress
and is at present awaiting congressional approval. For the chapter on
cross-border insolvency within this bill, the committee in charge of
drafting the proposed legislation resorted to the UNCITRAL Model
Law of 1997.

accepted, the Chamber of Commerce then designates a ‘conciliator’,
also from a professional panel that the chamber maintains for such
purposes. This conciliator is responsible for, inter alia, formulating and
negotiating a plan of reorganisation, evaluating and recommending
the disposing of pre-petition agreements to which the debtor is a
party, and overseeing the operation of the debtor’s business subject
to oversight and the approval of a simple majority of the debtor’s
creditors. The reorganisation plan must be approved by a majority of
the creditors holding allowed claims, representing a qualified portion
of the aggregate debt.
This legislative proposal has expired on several occasions due to
failure to act by Congress; however, it has recently been reintroduced
and is awaiting Senate approval. The bill presented to Congress uses
the UNCITRAL Model Law as a point of reference, which suggests
restructuring regulations should provide the terms regarding crossborder insolvencies with the purpose of promoting the coordination
between different legal orders and facilitating the assistance in the
administration of insolvency proceedings originating abroad. The
UNCITRAL Model Law gives primacy to the principal place of business
and of the main proceeding, but recognises that other factors, such
as the location of the debtor’s primary assets, could be taken into
account in assessing whether to request the commencement of a
local insolvency proceeding different from the foreign main proceeding
for the purpose of dealing only with the local assets after recognition
of a foreign main proceeding.

41	Cross-border insolvency protocols and joint court hearings
In cross-border cases, have the courts in your country entered into
cross-border insolvency protocols or other arrangements to coordinate
proceedings with courts in other countries? Have courts in your
country communicated or held joint hearings with courts in other
countries in cross-border cases? If so, with which other countries?

Courts in the Dominican Republic have not entered into cross-border
insolvency protocols or other arrangements to coordinate proceedings with courts in other countries, nor have they communicated or
held joint hearings with courts in other countries in cross-border
cases.

40	Cross-border cooperation
Does your country’s system allow cooperation between domestic and
foreign courts and domestic and foreign insolvency administrators in
cross-border insolvencies and restructurings?

There are no provisions regarding cooperation actions between
domestic and foreign courts or administrators. Nonetheless, the
Dominican Code of Commerce contains provisions for a reserve for
the payment of foreign claims.
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Quick reference tables
Applicable bankruptcy law, reorganisations: liquidations
Dominican Code of Commerce (judicial proceedings aiming towards
liquidation of businesses); Law No. 4,582 of 1956 (mandatory amicable
settlement process).
Customary kinds of security devices on immoveables
Mortgages.
Customary kinds of security devices on moveables
Non-possessory pledges; ordinary civil and commercial pledges, mostly for
intangibles.
Stays of proceedings in reorganisations/liquidations
Upon the commencement of the amicable settlement process; following
the bankruptcy order by the appointed bankruptcy judge; stays only with
respect to actions initiated by unsecured creditors.
Duties of the insolvency administrator
Manage the assets of the bankrupt; verify claims against the bankrupt;
pay the debts out of available assets; and allow for the sale of perishable
goods.
Set-off and post-filing credit
In principle, permitted except with respect to undue claims.
Filing claims and appeals
15 days after notice of proceedings and possibility of a 20-day extension
following notice in national newspapers; contested claims are subject to
separate judicial proceedings.
Priority claims
Tax obligations and unpaid salaries to employees.
Major kinds of voidable transactions
Transfer of assets without consideration; payments of claims not yet due;
and collateral granted during suspect periods.
Operating and financing during reorganisations
No provisions available with respect to reorganisation of bankrupt
businesses.
Requirements for approval of reorganisations
With respect to repayment plans under the amicable settlement process
governed by Law No. 4,582: repayment of at least 50% of unsecured
claims; and term of no later than two years.
Liabilities of directors and officers
Subject to criminal prosecution upon violation of penal infractions
concerning bankruptcies.
Pending legislation
The Law on Commercial Reorganisation and Judicial Liquidation has been
pending Congress’s approval since its introduction by the government on
30 March 2007.
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